~ Leen, NS ee eee re 


MR. BARRETT’S 


+ 


ARTILLERY ELECTION DISCOURSE. 


DISCOURSE, 


DELIVERED BEFORE THE 


ANCIENT AND HONORABLE 


ARTILLERY COMPANY, 


JUNE 6, 1831, . - 
—— | 
BEING THE 1925 ANNIVERSARY. Z $ 
: 2s 
» 5 i on 

~ a 

2 
~ : 


, Seerstls' reg! pt the 
ie By SAMUELBARRETT, 


MINISTER OF THE CHURCH IN CHAMBERS STREET, BOSTON. 


CAMBRIDGE: 


PRINTED BY E. W. METCALF AND COMPANY. 


7 ® 1630 . 


DISCOURSE. 


Psauu 1. 11.—Resoirce with TrRemBuine. 


Am no former period, I think, has the patriot band, 
now assembled here, celebrated the anniversary of 
its organization in 1638, in view of events and cir- 
cumstances so fitted to awaken at once joy and 
solicitude in American hearts, as those which seem 
at this moment to hold the breathless attention of the 
civilized world. There is no longer any extravagance 
in saying, that a crisis has arrived in human affairs. 
That astonishing series of revolutionary movements, 
which commenced near this spot but a little more 
than half a century ago, has gradually extended itself, 
till at the present time it involves almost all the com- 
munities of cultivated man in one great contest be- 
tween liberty and despotism, to which the records of 
history furnish nothing parallel. Every one must now 
feel the remark to be as true as it has become trite, 
that we live in an age of most extraordinary occur- 
rences. How crowded has been the whole past year 
with incidents of momentous bearing on the fortunes 
of our race! What breeze blows from east to west, 


at the current season, but it wafts us tidings of some 
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repeated attempt of arbitrary power to put down 
the rising spirit of freedom, or of some new breach 
effected by popular force in the old and_ tottering 
ramparts of political oppression? Where on the wide 
earth is the region, apart from our own peaceful 
shores and inhabited by a people fully emerged from 
barbarism, whither we can turn our eyes without 
being struck with civil commotions at which it be- 
comes us to rejoice with trembling? — to rejoice, 
because we think we perceive in them a tendency, 
more or less direct, towards the universal establish- 
ment of republican institutions ; — and with trembling, 
because we know not through what toil, sacrifices, 
and blood, the way to liberty, independence, and a 
capacity for self-government is yet to lead the nations. 
Who that has a mind to reflect and a heart to feel, 
but experiences something of this contrariety in his 
emotions, as he surveys, now through his hopes and 
now through his fears, the present convulsed state of 
the world? 


Indeed, so mixed appear good and evil in the cur- 
rent of human affairs, we sometimes doubt whether 
there be greater reason to exult or to mourn oyer the 
discordant materials so fast accumulating for the future 
historian. Where peace and tranquillity would glad- 
den us, who can say that political or ecclesiastical 
despotism, having awed or drugged the general mind 
into apathy, is not taking advantage of the calm to 
rivet more closely the iron fetters of superstition and 
servitude? Where insurrection and war would make 
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our sensibilities bleed, who can tell but it is only the 
natural effect of returning health and vigor to popular 
opinion, and that it is by violence alone a fresh start 
can be given to the energies of individual improve- 
ment and of public prosperity? We cannot penetrate 
the mysteries of Providence ; and we are often de- 
ceived by appearances. We hail the sun im its rising ; 
but it may bring pestilence in its beams. We are 
saddened by the approach of night ; but it may scat- 
ter healing consolation from its sable plumage. 


In every direction is there not that which should 
excite mingled feelings of pleasure and pain, of hope 
and fear? We look to the Southern half of our own 
continent, and it gratifies us to witness a recent proof, 
not to mention the long series of preceding ones, that 
no king or emperor can freely breathe American air 5 
but it grieves us to think how distant may be the 
period when the fifteen or twenty millions of fellow 
beings, whom we so cordially congratulated on the 
achievement of their independence, can dwell peace- 
fully under the sway of liberal governments. We 
look to Africa, and thank God that her captive sons 
are returning imbued with the principles and spirit 
of Christian institutions, and that a colony from one of 
the most cultivated nations now occupies the spot 
where, for more than three centuries, a piratical des- 

otism had intrenched itself, bidding defiance to the 
arms and. heaping insults on the civilization of the 
whole commercial world; but when, O when shall 
that wide spread territory, which could once boast a 
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seat of science and refinement unequalled for ages, be 
covered over with free, intelligent, and prosperous 
states? We look to Asia, and rejoice that light is 
breaking in upon her darkness, that the heralds of the 
Gospel are there, that the press is giving wings to 
knowledge, and that commerce is beginning to quicken 
and liberalize the common mind; but, alas! how many 
hundreds of years must pass away before that vast 
portion of the earth’s surface, on which man had 
first his abode, shall have exchanged its countless 
hordes of barbarians for enlightened and Christian 
nations? We look to Europe, and whose heart does not 
beat quick with alternate joy and grief, as he sees her 
throwing off the trammels of the middle ages ;— of 
joy, that she is relieving herself at last of such a bur- 
den; —of grief, that so much suffering must accom: 
pany the change ? 


What have we not witnessed within a few short 
months?— England, just escaping a bloody rey- 
olution. Fortunate, that wisdom guided her coun- 
cils at this most critical period of her history, and 
prompted so ready obedience to the popular cry for 
reform. But do no dark clouds still skirt her political 
horizon? — Poland, long ago cut up and distributed 
piecemeal among despots, and of late oppressed by 
a tyranny as shameless as cruel, in fearful conflict 
with the Northern giant, resolved on independence or 
extirpation. How deep the sympathy we have felt 
in her heroic and thus far successful struggle for 
freedom. For we know the justice of her cause and. 
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the importance of its triumph to the world; we remem- 
ber her former glory and sacrifices; nor have we for- 


. gotten her distinguished sons who ‘helped fight the 


battles of our own revolution. We rejoice in her 
victories; we tremble for her dangers; we pray God 
to give her the place among’ the nations of which 
she has shown herself worthy. — Belgium, after hav- 
ing suffered repeated violations of her constitution ; 
the freedom of her press abridged; the impartiality 
of her elective franchise disregarded; the indepen- 
dence of her judicature annulled; her claim to equit- 
able rules of taxation denied; the privilege of directing 
the education of her children taken away; her very 
language forbidden to be used; and her Minister, who 
had been the cause of all this abuse, self-clothed with 
arbitrary power as if for further mischief; — Belgium 
we have seen sever, at a blow, the bonds of a 
union always embarrassing as at first it was compul- 
sory, and indignantly heave overboard. the weight of a 
curse, with which she ought never to have been bur- 
dened, and which she could no longer bear. Happy 
deliverance from Dutch. oppression! But will the 
yessel of state now mse In the waters, and be sped by 

rosperous gales? We would that our hopes. were 
petter than our fears. Heaven only knows how much 
is to be apprehended from foreign interference, how 
much from a turbulent populace at home. — France, 
eloriously redeeming the character she had lost in 
5, former revolution. And was It not an animating 
p ectacle; that of a vast population from all the grades 
in life rising in their strength, and, as with the throb. 
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bing of one magnanimous heart, pressing forward to 
defend their invaded rights, and accomplishing the 
noble deed with a coolness, a firmness, a heroism, and 
a generous moderation, to which history affords noth- 
mg equal? God be praised that nations, as well as 
individuals, can be regenerated by adversity. Aus- 
picious to the cause of liberty in Europe, that so dark 
a shade of reproach, as had rested during forty years 
on the name of revolution, has been removed. But 
even here’is it not with trembling we should rejoice? 
Does the’ mass of the French people possess intelli- 
gence and virtue enough to sustain institutions as 
liberal as they have manifested the will to establish ? 
Nevertheless, who can measure the results of this 
righteous and successful resistance to arbitrary en- 
croachment on natural privilege and constitutional 
law? Since the shout of tri a h rang among the 
vine-covered hills and thr tg if 1 alles s of 
that fair countr = ee Sa = f alti 

vated man. has iti be ie ag San ame es 

of prescriptive abs fe nee sah sk. S BRBE kc 

given at Paris on the Sines ee a rat July? 

ree memorable days ° ., 


Will the vibrati i 
() . snctrated in 
the Hea n cease till they are prostrate 


Joyous, fearful condition of sas affairs ! Jt 


seems as j i 
as if one of those grand epochs had arrived, 


happily so rare in hi 
, y history. falls 
into pieces, and 'y, When a worn-out world 


@ new world yj ruins. 

: a, ses out of the 
ie Opmion heaves and shakes and scatters the 
Ountain masses of feudal imposition, by which = 


2) 


natural rights and moral sentiments of mankind have 

1 ; been oppressed for centuries. Thrones totter, hierar- 

chies tremble, and all the elements of society are 

heated and in agitation and preparing to enter into 

other forms. The great body of the people, wherever 

a the schoolmaster and the press have wrought their 

wonders, perceive that they have been abused and 
rd 
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that will no longer allow them to rest contented under 
the old despotisms of church and state. Never before 
did the popular current of thought and feeling set so 
strongly towards freedom, independence, and repub- 
lican institutions. Is itm vain? Are these blessings 
never to be attained? The consummation may be 
distant; it may cost the blood of millions; but will it 
not, sooner or later, at one price or another, be real- 
ized? Fortunate the nations whose privileged classes 
are disposed to facilitate, instead of throwing obstacles 
in the way of its accomplishment. Let kings and 
nobles and prelates but attempt to arrest this progress 
of things by arbitrary measures, where any high degree - 
rf civilization prevails, and how soon will be heard, on 
every side, the enthusiastic cry of liberty, rousing the 

eople to physical combat, like a thrilling trumpet-call ! 
Happy: that there Is a spirit in man to overcome, by 
its intrinsic energy, any oppression by which it may 
have been for a season weighed down, Sad, that in 
pursting the massy piles of political and ecclesias- 
tical abuse which have been accumulating for ages on 
the principles and privileges of human nature, it so 
rs the earth with fearful ruins. 


2 


feel that they are strong. A light has flashed into their 
minds and a passion has been kindled in their hearts, 


often cove 
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But whence this extraordinary state of things? To 
what origin are the spirit and movements of the old 
world to be traced? The question calls home our 
thoughts. That spirit was drunk in from fountains 
here opened. Those movements took rise from im- 
pulses communicated from this land. We gave the 
shock that has electrified the nations. Our fathers 
ee bau these, shores, in mind and heart, republi- 
. , e Jnstitutions they founded were republican ; 

of Eener a 1e same character were all the elements 
Fae sive ab the revolution. On assuming 
else than a hi t this period, our ancestors did little 
potest ies the prerogatives of the royal to the 
Srieteenk a3 osenoy ite the organs by which the 
made known ote invested sovereign should. be 
modes were iT pas age _ Names and forms and 
principles, feelines ne: i an was nearly all. The 
derwent mo rte nabits of the community un- 
the colonists bal jes change. Nor, accustomed as 
settlement of ¢] »een to free systems from the first 
ed; and to ee ountry, was any such change need- 

are ago ire 

passing from the wren anne that the sayercignly> 

hone of that anarcl ees the people, pre n: 
States abroad Pomme) and civil war, by which 40 ol 
mM blood. To this ee been convulsed and di 7 a 
the tree of libert be also to be ascribed, bot ‘oe 
ity, and th Y grew up amongst us so reple y ws 
. ‘hat other nations, seeing its fair propo 
‘ich fruits, were so early ca of ingralt- 


ing its sci j 
5 its scions on their own stocks 


vay 
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Yes, from us was the germ of true liberty transfer- 
red to the old world. In this we rejoice. It was 
honorable to us, that we were intelligent and virtuous 
enough to rear up free institutions in a manner to 
commend them, so speedily and so well, to the 
admiration of Europe. Alas! that shackled and op- 
pressed by feudal tyranny as she had been for cen- 
turies, she could not sooner receive the full benefit of 
our example. We rejoice, too, and bless God for our 
subsequent prosperity. 1 need not describe it. 
Whoever has eyes sees its whoever has ears hears 
of it; whoever has a heart enjoys it. 


A more useful topic presents itself, Is there no 
reason for allowing the feelings of solicitude to mingle 
with those of congratulation? May we not well trem- 
ble while we rejoice? I would not set up alarmist. 
But I think the time has come when wisdom should 
connect fear with exultance. True, we have grown 
up to be a great nation. True, our population is 
increasing with astonishing rapidity. True, our hills 
and valleys are opening to us new treasures ; science 
and art intrusting us with unwonted powers; com- 
merce extending her arm and bringing elements of 
wealth from remotest climes; domestic industry daily 
multiplying her creations} plenty emptying her full 
horn into the lap of peace s all this and much more. 
But on these very accounts we should feel anxious 
concern. Have we never read of the corrupting in- 
fluence of prosperity ? Where are the republics of 


other times? What destroyed them? Has the phi- 
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losopher traced the law of cause and effect, and the 
historian recorded it, in vain? Often have nations, as 
well as individuals, struggled through toil, privation, 
and peril, to the envied distinction of honor, wealth, 
and power, only to lose it in fruition. Let it be, that 
we have gone on wonderfully well so far; past 
success affords no pledge of security against future 
disaster. Already our circumstances are different 
from what they were. Already new causes are in 
operation; and corresponding effects must be pro- 
duced. The outward pressure that helped to support 
the political fabric in former days is removed. The 
revolutionary worthies, whose wisdom, and sober vir- 
tues, and natural love for the institutions they con- 
tributed to build up and for the union they toiled to 
cement, are nearly all in their graves. Unaccustomed 
dangers threaten us. Have you never thought of the 
tide of population that is setting so fast westward, 
and of the sovereignty going with it? Soon the 
political power will be there. Are intelligence and 
virtue and religion accompanying this tide, 5° that 
an 1s to be apprehended from a vicious exercise 
toma elective prerogative in the West? Besides, 
Prescription is every where ceasing to sway the 
Popular will, Old customs are no ‘longer followed 
€cause old. Authority is losing its force. Jn ane 
ever direction we look, we Seb a extraordinary 

The ‘he bee and Se restless desire for een 

Public erie iia is in a state of i ial ly 

chang} be nik TURE oOvernaen > nee ht: 

Sing. What is to secure it on the side of "8 
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Is every influence such as we could wish? Does it 
require a large share of sagacity to discover that taking 
root in our soil which should awaken anxiety in patri- 
otic bosoms ? 


Is it nothing that intemperate habits enslave so 
large a portion of the sovereign people? Isit nothing 
that such crowds of ignorant and vicious men from 
foreign climes throng our shores, ready to give their 
votes to the highest bidder? Js it nothing that, from 
one cause or another, so many of our ablest and best 
men are left in private life, while the high places of 
public trust are filled by persons of doubtful character ? 
Is it nothing that confederacies are forming in various 
parts of the country, of a most exclusive and virulent 
Spirit, wherein the mind receives the first elements 
of politics in conjunction with the ambitious views of 
faction; wherein the jurisdiction of individual judg- 
ment is merged in a servile compromise with asso- 
ciated wills; and wherein plans are matured by 
which unqualified or faithless men shall ride into 
Power on the backs of the abused multitude ? Is it 
nothing that there is such an universal thirst for the 
distinctions and emoluments of office 5 nt Sus gen- 
eral elections are attended with so ae ett case 
misrepresentation, and intrigue 5 that ane 


i details of mere] 
the public ; s filled with the de rely 
c journals are Me bctiecton 
Personal and party politics 5 that ed tad en al 
pi unrelenting spirit prevalent amons, Us 


religious sects? 


14 


Then, too, is it no ground of alarm, that in this 
boasted land of liberty and equal privileges, so little is 
felt and done fortwo millions of slaves? Is it no 
ground of alarm, that while every tongue is eloquent in 
pais of even-handed justice, the national arm is with- 
drawing its pledged protection from a people whose 
greatest sin is, that they occupied the soil before us 
and are not strong enough to defend it? Is it no 
ground of alarm, that there are men, who have heads 
to calculate the value of the union, and hands to violate 
the ark of the federal constitution ? 


Is there little to dread in all this? How read 
you, how interpret the signs of the times? I would 
ies oe oe SaiEuPEAnY fears. But when I look around 
sss ice I cannot avoid seeing, I some- 
tions? I sometimes Se = ve aa ea 
may add another to the states wl om te oe 
from, generation in ‘ates which have descended 

Seneration, corrupted and corrupt- 
8, if, as in the natural body particular 
ong impulses, and a partial distribu- 
'on are the occasions of disease, $0 
€m certain morbid phenomena indi- 
of disturbing influences and @ dis- 
“ection of its energies, then let every 
© as the evil; and let each feel that 


€ has som ine 
e t 
thing O do towards procuring a remedy- 


And now a Rie: 
Vidual and hee 1S to save us? Intelligence, indi- 


neral + yj : 5 aS 
ral ; virtue, private and public 5 0% a 
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I choose to express all in a single word, Religion. 


-This must be cherished, honored, practised, diffused, 


Without it no republic can endure. I need not go 
All know the experiment tried 


forty years ago in France. The appalling result was 
written, as it were, in the skies, that all nations might 
see it and take warning. Its import is, that while the 
patriot has nothing to fear for his country’s glory so 
long as true religion sways the minds and hearts of 
rulers and people, he has every thing ‘0 fear when 
religion’s power ceases to be felt. 


about to prove it. 


not the false in any of its 
ligion of the sciolist ; not 
dling; not the lifeless 
he feverish religion of the 


True religion, I have said, 
forms. Not the skeptical re 
the temporizing of the wo? 
religion of the formalist ; not th } i egies 
enthusiast ; not the gloomy religion of the ascetic sh 
the lax religion of the latitudinarian 5 not th unc! ba 
] oes . | mn ‘in- 
itable religion of the bigots not the dwarled, contin 
ed relicio,, “nist. No. But true religion; 

religion of the exclusionist. No. ut ue SO 
the religion of the Son of God, in its original sump y 
+ r the genuine Gospel, intel- 
and Power: the religion of the § rhea 2 
ligi “ie On affectionate, Winning, saving ; 
‘gible, rational, cheerful, affec ‘evails, challenges the 
the religion which, wherever I" prev Bi pee  beeh 
respect of sound heads and the ate in barren specu, 
the religion which manifests itself, jm transient excite- 
lation, but in fritfal though 7) not. in_ periodical 
1 2 
ment, but in permanent allec Ai 
F and univer, 
and local He alone, but 1m eget a eee 
obedie. The religion of the, mines) SErons 
ae ne Pers science With a divine power; 
roving fancy ; arming con : 
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enlightening and strengthening the understanding; 
tasking reason to the utmost on all the subjects of 
liberal inquiry ; making progress, proficiency ; acquisi- 
tion, gain; knowledge, wisdom; wisdom, virtue; and 
virtue, happiness. The religion of the heart, awaken- 
ing sensibility to the true and the good, wherever found 3 
purifying and refining the moral sentiments ; nourishing 
and freshening the devout affections ; exciting and di- 
recting the benevolent sympathies ; giving a relish for all 
innocent pleasures and virtuous pursuits ; kindling an 
unquenchable thirst for larger measures of spiritual 
excellence; and putting the whole soul in harmony 
with whatever there is grand and beautiful and touch- 
ing and stirring in nature, providence, and revelation. 
The religion of the life, throwing its bright illumination 
on all around, below, and above; 
object in its true relative proportions 
est to small as well as great duties; 
the soul in society, in business, in r 
as in solitude, in the closet, and in prayer; imparting 
vigor and efficiency to the active principles ; prompt- 
ing to industry, temperance, frugality, integrity, use- 
fulness, and patriotism, both in private and public life. 
The religion, in a word, that connects, always and 
‘very where, in indissoluble bonds with faith, works 5 
with theory, practice; with sensibility, action; with 
Plety, morality ; with spiritual things, things material 
ja aspirations after heaven, the pursuits of earth 5 
with the interests of eternity, the interests of times 
path ‘very thing, whether little or great, personal oF 
Social, private or public, present or future, a practical 


presenting every 
3 Imparting inter- 
revealing God to 
€creation, as well 
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conviction of God’s presence, agency, and paternal 

providence; of Christ’s divine mission, character, 

teachings, and sacrifices; of the immortality of the 

human soul, and a future state of righteous retribution. 
Re 


Such, my hearers, is the religion we ie oon this 
let us labor. Let us pray for this. Then, i He in 
i S rer our prayers and bless 
his great goodness, shall answ er our Pp: creek 
our labors, when this century 1s numbere ee 
years beyond the flood, the revolving sun ; mi 
see, nay, shall not have seen, in his journey ol ages, 
nation so illustrious as owr own. 


. SORABLE 
Genrnenen or ‘tue Ancient ANp Hono 
Arrintery Company 3 


I have ventured to remind you of some ae 
congratulation and solicitude, which I thodght an abn 
gether unsuited to this anniversary of an ee 
that, for nearly two hundred years, has hae mA 
hearts to rejoice in the cause of free hit seemed 
to feel anxiety on account of any sete tifieas And 
to threaten their permanence and ee Potichgatd 
now, while we are happy in peg blessed with ; 
to us, which no other people were eV ve hold among 
while we exult in the high ete sentiment’ of 
the nations; while we cherish os d to the world a 
patriotic pride, that we aye the annals of our race; 
school of liberty, unequ ith one heart 

“hi : “ratulate ourselves, and, as W1 i 
iy Pichon er io Almighty melee bY eh at 

‘ : alfa century we have demon 
periment of more than hal 
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cael all political skeptics on the face of the 
a mais | aan of reconciling the utmost extent 
ee U pee with the maintenance of public 
ss order, tranquillity, and improvement ; —let 
eaten insensible to any occurrences of evil omen 
sie si ee prosperity, and glory; let us not, 
tone oe ndid a succes, and when the eyes of mil- 
ee abet quarter of the globe are anxiously 
aia ae or a pattern and a motive, either do 
a ae oe. rth can prevent it, suffer aught to 
and fortns of Sioa el il ee yabiege 
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Officers elected in 1830. 


Parxer H. Pinrce, Capt. 
Wim B. Apvams, Ist Lieut. 
Martin Wiwven, 2d Lieut. 
Russevy Srureis, Adj. 


Officers elected in 1831. 


Winuiam B. Apams, Capt. 
Amasa G. Smiru, 1st Lieut. 
Isaac Davis, 2d Lieut. 
Joun Earon, Adj. 
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